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Imagine being a believer in Yeshua (Jesus in Hebrew), and all you had was a Bible. Not you. But your whole church owned one Bible. One. And you had to share. No commentaries. No Google. No books by popular Christian authors. No Strong’s Concordance. No weekly tv church service. Just John 1:1. How would you do? For believers in underground churches in the Middle East all they have is their Bible and the Holy Spirit--and that is more than enough.
I’m Cameron House and this is Underground House Calls.
When I meet with believers in the underground church, I learn so much.
The believers there spend a great deal of time reading the Bible. And it is in those quiet moments, that the Holy Spirit gives instruction and insight. It is a time when the underground church listens. And if we as American believers can follow the examples of our brothers and sisters in Christ, we too, can have a better relationship with Yeshua.
What helps the underground believers intensify their study of Scripture is the fact that the second they convert from Islam to Christianity, they are enemies of their government. There is an urgency to learn as much as they can. When teaching, we talk about going as fast as we can, as deep as we can. We never know when their connection to the outside world will end. Americans get annoyed at a slow connection speed. What about a world wide web, where there isn’t even a dial tone?
When we as American believers talk about carrying the Bible with us, it usually means we have multiple choices or versions to choose from. Not so in the Middle East. They truly follow the Psalmist in Psalm 119:11 “Thy Word have I hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against Thee.”
One time, I was sharing a lesson on John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, the Word was with God and the Word was God.”
I shared with the underground church how in my Bible, Yeshua’s words are in red. They did not know that. All of their printed pages are in black and white.
I gave them examples of red letters in the New Testament and then asked them “Why are Yeshua’s words in red?”
Again, a red letter Bible in their language is totally out of the question.
Their answers astounded me.
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“Red equals a red line. Alarm...pay attention. Everyone has a red line. Yeshua is my red line.
We will fall into sin if we don’t pay attention to the red line.”
Another said:
“Red...Yeshua is life. Yeshua is blood.”
One house church leader said:
“Red light. When driving and you see a red light, stop...think...be careful. If you pass the red light without paying attention, you will be punished no matter what.”
Another house church leader:
“If I don’t pay attention, I will be destroyed.”
A thirteen year-old girl:
“Red color always shows consequences if you don’t pay attention.”
Another lesson I shared was on Samson. You know, the Biblical Man of Steel, with the beautiful head of hair.
Again, the underground believers gave some important observations.
A fifteen year-old girl mentioned the word “trust:”
“When God chooses us, it is up to us to finish.”
“When God chooses us?” Most of my life I have been taught that “we” choose whether or not to accept salvation. This young woman totally turned that teaching upside down. 
“It is up to us to finish.” Powerful. Believers in a persecuted country talking about “finishing.” In America, it’s easy to quote the Apostle Paul (I have fought a good fight…), it is another to finish like Samson--give everything we have until the day we breathe our last breath.
Another said:
“In this world, nothing is worth anything and everything is God’s.”
“Today are you bent? Kneeling with all your power to ask God? Until you give all, He doesn’t give you anything.”
Back to the thirteen year-old girl:
“God never takes back what He gives us. We lose it because we are unfaithful. We can get it back by being faithful.”
Chew on that. “We lose what God has given us because we are unfaithful.
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Believer, have you lost something God gave you? If so, was it because you were unfaithful to the One Who redeemed you by His blood?
If so, repent, turn back to Yeshua and be faithful.
If you would like more information on how you can partner with Go and Do and help fellow believers in the underground churches of Iran, be sure to visit them online at 

Faith is identity dot com.

I’m Cameron House, and this is Underground House Calls.
