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Yeshua was born in Bethlehem. It’s not a fancy birth. There wasn’t an announcement in the local paper. But the big event did receive attention from folks in other countries. How many of us can say that wise men visited us when we were just wee toddlers?
INTRO:
Matthew 2:1-12 (read)
Magi comes from Greek word meaning “one of a learned and priestly class.” These were highly educated men.
Persian word used to describe them is “moghan” or magician.
Isaiah predicted the Magi would come:
Isaiah 60:3&6
“And nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. A multitude of camels will cover you; the young camels of Midian and Ephah. All those from Sheba will come; They will bring gold and frankincense, and will bear good news of the praises of the Lord.”
King David predicted the Magi would come:
Psalm 72:10-11
“Let the kings of Tarshish and of the islands bring presents; The kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.”
In the ancient Middle Eastern world these Magi were trusted advisors to kings, were learned men proficient in the knowledge of mathematical calculations, astronomy, medicine, astrology, chemistry and philosophy, dream interpretation and history, and they practiced magic. 
As far back as 604 BC King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had a troubling dream and “summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he had dreamed.” Daniel 2:2
His wise men, his magi, could not interpret the dream. Daniel was able to get the meaning and Nebuchadnezzar made him his Prime Minister. Daniel 2:46-49
Back to Matthew chapter 2.
vs.1 (read)
The Magi in the Bible came “from the east.” The East at the time of Christ’s birth meant Media, Persia, Assyria and Babylonia, countries now encompassed by Iran and Iraq. 
People today say there were three magi because there were three gifts: gold, frankincense and myrrh. The Bible does not say how many magi visited young Yeshua.
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vs.2 (read)
The magi showed up in Jerusalem and were looking for a boy born “King of the Jews.”
“We saw His star where we lived and want to worship Him.”
Notice “King” and “Him.” In my Bible, both of these words are capitalized.
The Magi had reverence and respect for young Yeshua.
vs.3-4 (read)
A knock on the palace door. Wise men from the middle east ask about a boy born King of the Jews. King Herod is scared. Everyone is scared. Herod wanted to know where the Christ was going to be born--so he brought the chief priests and scribes. The religious Jews. If anyone should know, it would be these fellas.
Herod’s question: Where is this Christ going to be born? 
vs.5-6
Do you think the chief priests and scribes are a tad bit nervous?
Religious folks answer: Religious folks quote Micah 5:2
“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah. From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity.”
vs.7-8
King Herod secretly sends the Magi from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, a distance of about five and a half miles. Their job: to find the “Child.” Not “a child” but “the Child.”
Herod knew. 
Herod asks the Magi when they saw the star and he is looking at his calendar.
Herod tells Magi to go and find “the Child” and report back to him where “the Child lives.”
“That I too may come and worship Him.”
To come to Christ/Yeshua is to believe on Him.
Herod was a big, fat liar. He didn’t believe...he wanted to kill “the Child.”
vs.9
Magi leave King Herod. As they travel they see the same star they saw in the east.
The star went on before them. Does this remind you of anything in the Bible? Cloud by day and a pillar of fire at night. The star was sent from God and was leading them.
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vs.10
Magi were thrilled to see the star.
Why were the Magi happy to see the star?
They knew they were being led by God. That they were on the right course to find the King of the Jews.
vs.11
The Magi came into the house.
What does this mean, “they came into the house?”
Yeshua was not a new-born baby. He is at least two years old.
They see the Christ (Yeshua), fall down and worship Him.
As believers, every day we are in the presence of Yeshua. Do we fall down and worship Him like the Magi?
They give gold, frankincense and myrrh.
vs.12
Magi were warned in a dream...don’t go back to Herod.
So they checked their phones and got another way to get back home.
Magi were warned in a dream.
This wasn’t a pleasant dream. It was a dream with a warning.
It is important to listen to God–to listen to the direction and guiding of the Holy Spirit.
You can have all the degrees in the world. You can be the smartest person in the world. But if you are not following Yeshua, you have studied years all for nothing.
If you would like more information on how you can partner with Go and Do and help fellow believers in the underground churches of Iran, be sure to visit them online at 

Faith is identity dot com.

I’m Cameron House and this is Underground House Calls.

