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The definition of thanksgiving: the act of giving thanks; grateful acknowledgement of benefits or favors, especially to God.
This Thanksgiving, what exactly are you thankful for?
INTRO:
I talked with members of the underground church and shared a lesson about being thankful. I asked them to read a passage of scripture and then share what they are thankful for. We also sang songs in English. This is their Thanksgiving testimony.
Psalm 106:1
Praise the Lord! Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. For His lovingkindness is everlasting.
Testimony 1:
“God gave me power to be powerful--He brought be from a worse situation and I am His.”
Psalm 107:21
“Let them give thanks to the Lord for his lovingkindness. And for His wonders to the sons of men.”
Testimony 2:
“God guides us with His Word. He has put us in the Light.”
This is from a house church leader who is a woman.
Psalm 69:30
“I will praise the name of God with song, And shall magnify Him with thanksgiving.”
Testimony #3:
“God gave me a big heart--a big heart to love people. He wants me to forgive other people and love them. God is my Shepherd.”
The underground church is learning the song “Because He Lives” in English. We all sang and then they continued reading and testifying.
Psalm 86:12
“I will give thanks to Thee, O Lord My God, with all my heart, And I will glorify Thy name forever.”
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Testimony #4:
“I’m thankful for the things God gives me. I count everything once, but my mom is the best thing God gave me.”
Psalm 9:1-2
“I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart; I will tell of all Thy wonders. I will be glad and exult in Thee: I will sing praise to Thy name, O Most High.
Testimony #5:
“Yeshua chose me not to be a slave, but to be free. He gave me value.”
This is from one of the house church leaders who is a woman.
There isn’t freedom in Islam, but Yeshua set the captives free. Yeshua also gave value to women.
We sang “Thank You, Lord,” and it was fitting for them to be learning this song. Then it was back to the Bible and their reflections on thanksgiving.
Psalm 28:7
“The Lord is my strength and my shield; My heart trusts in Him, and I am helped; Therefore, my heart exults, And with my song I shall thank Him.”
Testimony #6:
“God chose me to show His light to others.”
It is so easy to get caught up in the traditions of Thanksgiving. What food will be served, who will be seated at the table. 
This Thanksgiving, as you dive into the turkey and dressing, please remember our brothers and sisters in persecution. Remember those believers in underground house churches, who have so very little, yet at the same time---have it all.
