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At a major city in the southeastern portion of the United States, more than 20,000 people attended a convention. These Southern Baptist messengers crisscrossed the country by driving, bussing and flying into the capital city of Tennessee--Nashville. The conference was held in a beautiful convention center. Attendees were greeted by booths providing giveaways. A GoFundMe account was set up to help ensure some pastors and church delegates, unable to attend due to financial difficulty, were in fact able to make the journey.
Meanwhile, thousands of miles away in non-disclosed locations, believers in Jesus travelled to attend a leadership conference. Upon arrival, their phones were taken and connection to their homes, families and loved ones cut off. It was for security purposes. The conference wasn’t held in a plush hotel. There weren't booths with giveaways. The people met in homes. And unlike their American counterparts, these believers had to make the trip in secret. At any time, they could be found out and immediately face jail, prison or death.
At the SBC Convention, attendees were busy snapping selfies with each other and posting to one of their social media accounts.
One pastor tweeted out his displeasure at not receiving the breakfast his hotel advertised: “Our hotel is the (name of hotel), walking distance from the SBC annual meeting. They say on their website they serve breakfast every day. We’re now told they won’t be serving breakfast until Thursday (it was Tuesday). Do (hotel chain) *they* not want to serve Southern Baptists breakfast?”
In a country far from the United States, where oppression reigns supreme, attendees at the leadership conference for two days ate sandwiches for lunch. It would bring unnecessary and potentially harmful attention if people brought in pots and pans just to cook a hot meal.
The SBC convention is annual--yes, annual. Next year it will be held in Anaheim, California, home of the original Disneyland and Los Angeles Angels major league baseball team. 
At this year’s convention in Music City, messengers voted on a variety of topics, people and positions. Judging from social media posts, half of the convention-goers left the home of the Grand 'Ole Opry, unhappy. 
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Believers at the leadership conference were instructed on how to show Jesus, without mentioning the name of Jesus. How to change, so that in every moment of your life, you have to make a change for the benefit of others and how genuine kindness comes from the heart.
This is not to say the SBC Convention was primarily a party. Those attending messengers were tasked with the responsibility to vote on a new president, other offices, bylaws, and more. The Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) is the world’s largest Baptist denomination--more than 47,000 churches representing 14 million-plus members. 
The Leadership Conference across the ocean did not vote on any bylaws or even a new president. Believers were taught all-day sessions, with the eventual outcome being how to “Go and Make Disciples,” as Jesus commanded in Matthew 28:19-20.
At the conference in Nashville, a speaker stepped up to the microphone and asked for the air conditioning to be turned on in the building. A majority of the messengers laughed and gave him a loud ovation.
At the other conference in a secret location, believers were meeting without air conditioning, where the temperature was 100 degrees fahrenheit. 
This is a tale of two conferences.
There is a huge difference between American believers and those believers who attend underground house churches in persecuted countries. It’s a difference of degree--to what degree will people walk away from the money, position and power in order to follow the King of Kings.
Following Jesus takes on a whole new meaning when a person gets a slight tap on the shoulder or there is a knock on the door.
For one group, it won’t be room service.
If you would like more information on how you can partner with Go and Do and help fellow believers in the underground churches of Iran, be sure to visit them online at 

Faith is identity dot com.

I’m Cameron House and this is Underground House Calls.
