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Acts 9:32-42
Question:
Who are Jesus’ disciples? The original 12? Or believers today.
What are Jesus’ disciples supposed to do? Go and Do. Go and make disciples.
There is a great example of being Christ’s disciple in the book of Acts...Her name was Tabitha.
INTRO

Acts 9:32-42 (read)
Apostle Peter is traveling northwest of Bethlehem.
He came to a group of believers in Lydda.
Lydda was in Judea and important on the trade route.
Peter shows up and he finds Aeneas who had been paralyzed and lying in a bed for eight years.
Peter says “Aeneas, Jesus heals you. Get up. Oh and make your bed, too.”
Everyone who lived in Lydda saw the paralyzed man walking around and they “turned” to the Lord. They converted. They trusted Jesus.
When a person turns to Jesus and the light, they are turning away from darkness.
Acts 9:36 (read)
Joppa was on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea.
It is the modern city of Jaffa or Yafa.
Distance from Lydda to Joppa is 24km or roughly 15 miles.
Woman disciple named Tabitha, In Greek they called her Dorcas. 
“A certain disciple” = out of all the disciples, Tabitha stood out. Head and shoulders above the rest.
She was a sweet woman.
She lived like Jesus.
She was “abounding” or “filled to overflowing” with kindness and charity or love.
She made garments or clothes for other people.
“Deeds” means acts or gestures. It means “doing something.” It illustrates one’s character. 
Her life was noticed by others.
Notice she didn’t show kindness and love once. Tabitha showed kindness and love all the time.
Tabitha is a great example of how we should live as disciples of Jesus.
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Jesus showed love and kindness to people who didn’t deserve it.
vs.37
Tabitha dies. The Bible doesn’t say why, it just says that she died2
She got sick and died.
They prepared her for burial by washing her and putting her in an upper room.
vs.38
Lydda was close to Jopa.
The disciples heard that Peter was in Jafa and they sent two disciples (men) to talk to him.
“Entreating” means encouraging him to come quickly. They were emotional.
Drop what you’re doing Peter and come with us. Now!
They were sure Peter could help because they were relying on the Holy Spirit’s power in the Apostles.
Ahhhh..the disciples went running for Peter. What happened in Acts 3?
Peter healed the lame man. The disciples with Tabitha were counting on Peter the Apostle to do something great.
Big question….Why not them? They all had the same Holy Spirit, yes?
But she was dead, yes? But there had been other people in the New Testament that had been raised from the dead, so why not Tabitha?
In the Bible, the following had been raised from the dead:
*Elijah raised the son of the woman from Zarephath 1 Kings 17:17-22
*Elisha raised the son of the Shunammite woman 2 Kings 4:32-35
*A man was raised from the dead when his body touched Elisha’s bones 2 Kings 13:20-21
*Many believers rose from the dead at the resurrection of Jesus Matthew 27:50-53
*Jesus rose from the dead Matthew 28:5-8; Mark 16:6; Luke 24:5-6
*Jesus raised the son of the widow Nain Luke 7:11-15
*Jesus raised the daughter of Jairus Luke 8:41-42, 49-55
*Jesus raised Lazarus John 11:1-44
*Peter raised Tabitha Acts 9:36-41
*Eutychus was raised by Paul Acts 20:9-10
Raising the dead had been done before.
vs.39
Peter takes off with the two men and heads for Joppa. 
He walks to the upper room and there are women crying their hearts out about Tabitha.
The women showed Peter all the clothes that Tabitha had made for them.
Tabitha had shown Jesus to the women around her. Physical needs 2 spiritual needs.
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vs.40
Peter nice clothes, please leave. Something like that.
Peter knelt down, prayed and said “Tabitha. Arise--get up.”
In Acts 3:6 when Peter healed the lame man he said “In the name of Jesus Christ.”
I think Peter said the same thing here, too.
Peter did not heal Tabitha in his own power, but by the power of Jesus.
Tabitha opens her eyes...sees it’s Peter and she sits up in bed.
vs.41
Peter held out his hand to her and helped her up out of bed.
Peter calls everyone to the upper room and says “Ta-Da!” Well, maybe not ta-da.
Peter presented her alive. 
vs.42
The story of Peter raising Tabitha from the dead went all over town.
I mean ALL over the town of Joppa.
And many people believed in Jesus because of the healing.
The people at Joppa believed, just like the people of Lydda.
What is the message of this lesson?
Tabitha the disciple loved Yeshua and is a great example for today’s Christian. She was a leader in the underground church.8 
Believers are called to be more than just believers. We are called to be Disciples of Yeshua. We are to care about others and help take care of their needs--not just our own. 
What we do and who we are should point others to Yeshua and help them to believe in Him.
If you would like more information on how you can partner with Go and Do and help fellow believers in the underground churches of Iran, be sure to visit them online at 

Faith is identity dot com.

I’m Cameron House and this is Underground House Calls.

