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Herod the Great was born in southern Palestine.
King Herod the Great became ruler of Judea when he was 36 years-old. He ruled Judea for 32 years.
Herod was of Arab origin, even though he was a practicing Jew.
For Christians, for believers, he was not a good king or a good man.
INTRO:
He divorced his first wife (Doris) and sent her and his son away from him. He married another woman named Mariamne.
He built a lot things that we won’t talk about.
Herod was demented as he grew older. He was crazy.
He loved Mariamne but was extremely jealous.
Herod murdered Mariamne, her two sons, her brother, her grandfather, and her mother. Besides Doris and Mariamne, Herod had eight other wives and had children by six of them. He had 14 children.
This is King Herod in Matthew 2.
We talked before about the Magi.
In Matthew 2:13-15
An angel of the Lord came to Joseph in a dream and said “Grab Mary and the Child and get yourselves to Egypt. King Herod is going to try to destroy the Child.”
The plan of Satan (the devil) was to use King Herod to wipe out a defenseless Baby Yeshua.
Joseph was to wait in Egypt until Herod croaks or dies. 
This is predicted in Hosea 11:1
“When Israel was a youth I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My Son.”
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Matthew 2:16
“Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged and sent and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its environs, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had ascertained from the magi.”
Herod told the magi earlier in Matthew 2 to find out where the Child was, so King Herod could worship him. Herod was a big, fat liar. He wanted to kill the Child and the magi knew this.
The Magi trick Herod. They don’t come back. They don’t give up the location of baby Yeshua.
Interesting: King Herod knew the Magi knew where baby Yeshua was. In Matthew 2:4, the chief priests and scribes knew according to the Micah 5:2, that Yeshua would be born in Bethlehem.
“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago. From the days of eternity.”
But they didn’t know when.
King Herod was mad. In a rage. What did he do to his own family? He was that angry.
Herod had all the little boys in Bethlehem and around Bethlehem, killed. Two years-old and under. Little boys. Little babies. Dead.
After hearing from the Magi before they went to Bethlehem, King Herod was guessing at how old little Yeshua might be.
Matthew 2:17-18
“Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, saying, A voice heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and she refused to be comforted, because they were no more.”
What King Herod did was horrible.
It was predicted or prophesied in Jeremiah 31:15
“Thus says the Lord, A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children. She refuses to be comforted for her children because they are no more.”
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Matthew 2:19
“But when Herod was dead, behold–there’s that important word again. Behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt.”
King Herod dies.
Some say he died in his sleep. Others say he died of hardening of the arteries. Arteries carry blood full of nutrients from the heart to organs throughout the body.
This may cause a harmful clot in the blood that may cause a stroke or heart attack.
Anyway, wicked, evil King Herod is dead.
An angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph. It could have been the same angel in Matthew 1:20
“But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”
We have dreams in Matthew.
Matthew 2:12
“And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed for their own country by another way.
Matthew 2:13
“Now when they had departed, behold an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream.
Joseph, Mary and Yeshua are living in Egypt.
Matthew 2:20
“Arise and take the Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who sought the Child’s life are dead.”
The angel tells Joseph to get everybody and everything and go into Israel. The nasty people who wanted Yeshua dead are dead.
Matthew 2:21
“And he arose and took the Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel.”
Joseph takes his family to Israel.
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Yay, everyone is safe. Until verse 22 of Matthew 2.
Matthew 2:22
“But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he departed for the regions of Galilee.”
Joseph hears that Archelaus took over for King Herod in Judea, he was afraid to go there. Who could blame Joseph? The guy’s dad, King Herod killed many baby boys while looking to kill his own son Yeshua.
So….he was warned by God in a dream. Another dream….another warning.
Joseph and his family leave Israel and head for Galilee.
Matthew 2:23
“And came and resided in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled. He shall be called a Nazarene.”
They end up in a town called Nazareth.
Moving to Nazareth fulfilled the prophecy of Yeshua being called nazarene.
Nazarene: a member of a sect of early Jewish converts to Christianity who retained the Mosaic ritual.
The virgin birth took place. And then there was a threat to the life of baby Yeshua by King Herod. God used many people to help protect our Savior and King.
This also shows us today that we must put our total faith and confidence in Yeshua.
If you would like more information on how you can partner with Go and Do and help fellow believers in the underground churches of Iran, be sure to visit them online at 

Faith is identity dot com.

I’m Cameron House and this is Underground House Calls.

