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Welcome to Underground House Calls. I’m Cameron House.
Cyrus (born 600 BC), King of Persia, built his empire by defeating other kings.
Often, local people, those who he had defeated, greeted him as a savior after his impressive victories over their rulers.
He is remembered as being fair, humane and respectful of indigenous cultures and religions. 
He didn’t destroy things.
Cyrus is the first to publish a declaration of human rights (in the Cyrus Cylinder, 538 B.C.)
Cyrus was born the son of Cambyses I, king of Anshan--western Persia, which was a part of Media. His grandfather was Astyages, king of Media. Legend says that Astyages, warned in a dream that Cyrus would grow up to kill him, sought to kill his grandson. But Harpagus, the guy who was supposed to kill Cyrus couldn’t do it--instead gave him to a shepherd and his wife to raise.
This last point is echoed in the Bible: Isaiah 44:28
“It is I who says of Cyrus, He is My shepherd!”
God calls Cyrus “My shepherd.”
At age 40 Cyrus became king and went to war against his grandfather and Media. Cyrus won and proclaimed himself king of Medes and Persians.
In Babylon, two kings, Nabonidus and Belshazzar treated their people horribly.
Belshazzar hated the true God.
Cyrus troops entered Babylon without any trouble at all. Cyrus drained the river Euphrates--to the height of the middle of a man’s thigh. They walked in and destroyed the Babylonians.
Want to hear something awesome?
Isaiah 44:27
Babylonians (religious people) opened the double doors. Belshazzar and his court were celebrating a public festival that night and they didn’t know the Persian assault on Babylon was happening until Cyrus’ troops were in control. 
Isaiah 45:1
Babylonians had their gates shut. No way Cyrus is getting in here.
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The Cyrus Cylinder reports that “all the inhabitants of Babylon bowed to Cyrus and kissed his feet.”
Jeremiah 30:1-3
Isaraelites had been captive in Babylon for 70 years and God was going to bring them back home.
God was going to restore Israel and Judah--His people. And God would use King Cyrus and Persia.
Isaiah 45:1-7
Everything that King Cyrus had was because God gave it to him.
2 Chronicles 36:22-23
First year of Cyrus’ reign, Cyrus says it and writes it. God gave me everything. People of Israel...go home.
This is exciting.
Ezra 1:1-11
Almost same thing as what is in 2 Chronicles.
Cyrus paid money for the repairs of public buildings--temples and shrines.
Cyrus changed Babylonian policy of forced relocation--he allowed people to return to their ancestral homelands.
vs.1
The word of the Lord by mouth of prophet Jeremiah.
What does Jeremiah say? Jeremiah 25:11-14 Jeremiah 29:10
Here is what Jeremiah is saying....Judah would be captive to Babylon 70 years.
And then….God stirred up Cyrus. 
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vs.2
The Lord, the God of heaven...what?
What does that mean?
Cyrus said the God of heaven gave him everything and God wants Cyrus to build a house (what kind of house?) a temple in Jerusalem.
vs.3-6
Everyone grabbed their stuff and got ready to go to Jerusalem.
vs.7-11
There were items from the temple that the Babylonians had stolen. King Cyrus brought them out and sent them back to Jerusalem.
Bring out all of the things that were in the temple of Nebuchadnezzar’s gods, count them, and then send them back, said King Cyrus.
You can read the book of Ezra to learn more about King Cyrus and the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem.
If you would like more information on how you can partner with Go and Do and help fellow believers in the underground churches of Iran, be sure to visit them online at 

Faith is identity dot com.

I’m Cameron House and this is Underground House Calls.
